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raphy and, in addition, at the end of the volume all references from the
various papers are assembled in a single alphabetical list to compose what is
probably the most complete bibliography of diencephalic literature thus far
completed. The Waverly Press has done an excellent work in putting the
material into an attractive, easily readable, and splendidly illustrated form.
WILLIAM J. GERMAN.
SHOCK: BLOOD STUDIES AS A GUIDE TO THERAPY. By John
Scudder. J. P. Lippincott Co., Philadelphia, 1940.
The book contains about 280 pages of which about one-third is taken up
with history and experimental work, about one-third with case histories of
patients treated according to the author's scheme, and one-third by a historical
listing of the concepts of shock together with a bibliography of 533 titles.
The author's method of treatment is not unusual except for the frequent use
of the specific gravity method of following blood and plasma concentration
and the determination of serum potassium. Successful treatment is thought
to be indicated by evidences of dilution of blood and serum and a fall in
concentration of potassium.
It is easy to criticize any concept of shock, because the term has been
applied to a number of states widely dissimilar in origin if not in final result.
The reviewer believes that the author does not give proper emphasis to loss
of electrolyte and immobilization of extracellular electrolyte as a cause of
shock. While the author is undoubtedly correct in noting the close correla-
tion between a rise in serum potassium and a grave prognosis, his explanation
of the cause of the rise is not convincing. Little mention is made of the fact
that potassium is continually being added to serum by the normal processes
of cellular metabolism and that disruption of renal function can lead to
abnormal concentrations of potassium in serum. Tissue anoxia and cellular
injury and destruction undoubtedly accelerate the ingress of potassium into
extracellular fluids, but these events of themselves probably do not lead to
potassium poisoning if renal function can be maintained. The book will
undoubtedly help doctors successfully treat patients suffering from shock, and
investigators will find the bibliography and data an aid to the further
investigation that seems indicated. DANIEL C. DARROW.
VITAMIN D: CHEMISTRY, PHYSIOLOGY, PHARMACOLOGY,
EXPERIMENTAL AND CLINICAL INVESTIGATIONS. By C. I. Reed,
H. C. Struck, and I. E. Steck. University of Chicago Press, Chi-
cago, 1939. xviii + 389 pp. $4.50.
This is an addition to the series of University of Chicago Monographs in
Medicine. The fifteen chapters of this book present valuable reviews of the
scientific papers dealing with the many phases of the general subject listed inYALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
the subtitle and include a report of the experimental work by these authors
in this field. In addition to what might be expected in a book on this subject
the interested reader will find careful discussions of such debated topics as the
relation of vitamin D to the parathyroid glands and to resistance to infection,
as well as the use of this dietary factor in the treatment of arthritis and other
conditions.
Some idea of the extent to which the literature is reviewed in this book
can be gained from the fact that 48 pages are needed to list the references
studied-a total of 910 according to the reviewer's count. In the paragraph
introducing the bibliography it is stated that "original publications have been
consulted in every case except those indicated by an asterisk (*), which were
available only in abstract." Only 34 papers are thus marked. When discus-
sing various papers the authors appear to have maintained a proper judicial
attitude; possible reasons for the failure of different workers to agree are pre-
sented; also, the authors' own hypotheses are offered with complete lack of
dogmatism as possible explanations to be substantiated or discarded as the case
may be by further work by all interested parties.
The controversial question of the mode of action of vitamin D, whether
through the parathyroid glands or some other tissues and mechanism, is well
handled. The authors make a very pertinent statement in their summary
of this literature when they say: "Much of the argument both pro and con
disregards the fact that there are factors in no way related to either vitamin D
or parathyroid which are capable of influencing calcium-phosphorus metabo-
lism profoundly. A decision cannot be made until all these factors are properly
correlated."
This monograph can certainly be recommended to all who desire accurate
up-to-date scientific information concerning vitamin D and who wish to know
the nature of the data upon which students in this field base their judgments.
GEORGE R. COWGILL.
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